
Changing the way
people sit.

the Liberty chair 
designed by Niels Diffrient



Goodbye manual

adjustments 

The Liberty chair is
designed to give the
maximum ergonomic
benefit to the sitter with
a minimum number of
manually-adjusted
controls. Once the chair
is fitted, no further
adjustment is required. 

The idea is that
movement, which is
essential for a healthy
body, shouldn’t be
constricted by locking
mechanisms and manual
controls. In other words,
sitting comfortably isn’t
something you should
have to think about.

The Liberty chair is

based on one idea — 

that sitting comfortably

should be the easiest

part of your day.



Liberty’s Designer

One of the century’s 
preeminent designers, 
Niels Diffrient has 
endeavoured throughout 
his career to emphasise the
“human factors” of industrial
design, using ingenuity 
and intuition to bring 
consumers products  
that meet their needs.

From his 25 
years at the office 
of Henry Dreyfuss, 
where his signature output
covered everything from
thermostats to high
voltage towers, to
one of his most recent 
projects, an office 
system for KI - awarded 
Best of Competition at 
NeoCon 1998 - Diffrient 
has operated under the
assumption that 
designers should 
work from “the inside
out,” with the design 
process proceeding 
hand in hand with the
engineering process, and 
not as a subsequent frill 
to adorn an otherwise 
anodyne product.  His 
emphasis on meeting 
human needs was 
codified in the three-
volume Humanscale, an
influential sourcebook for
designers that examined 
the movements 
and dimensions of the 
human body.   

From his early work with 
Eero Saarinen and Marco 
Zanuzo to the present, 
Diffrient's integrity and 
vision have been 
recognised in dozens of 
awards and honourary 
citations, and he has 
served as designer 
or consultant to the 
Fortune 500’s leading
companies. His quest to 
create workplace 
environments fitted to the 
needs of their users 
continues unabated with
“Liberty,” a task chair 
that conforms to its 
user’s shape without an 
array of knobs and levers.

– DaimlerChrysler Design
Awards, a retrospective of
winners, 1999

“When design springs

from an understanding

of the people who are

going to use a product,

you begin to see 

forms that you would

never have imagined."

Niels Diffrient

the designer



Hello Liberty.
Body fit
The seat, back 
and headrest 
may be 
independently
positioned to 
fit your exact 
body size. 

Responsive backrest
Liberty’s unique 
Dual Pivot backrest
automatically adapts
to the changing 
needs of your spine 
during recline.

Intelligent mechanism
Liberty’s revolutionary
counterbalance mechanism
automatically provides 
the right amount of recline
tension for your body size
and weight.

Automatic headrest 
The dynamic, position-
sensitive headrest
cradles your head and
neck as you recline, 
and moves out of the 
way when you sit 
upright — automatically.

Synchronous
armrests
Liberty’s body-
friendly, gel armrests
move up and down
together, so you are
always in balance.

Contoured cushions 
The thin, sculpted
cushions are specifically
designed for long-term 
sitting comfort. 
Our optional gel seat
cushion maximises
weight distribution 
and minimises 
pressure points.

Recline action
As you recline, you’ll
maintain a near constant
eye level, while the 
angle between your
torso and legs opens up
for better body function.

The Liberty chair was
designed specifically to
encourage frequent,
spontaneous changes of
position. There are no locks
and no tension springs to
negotiate. Instead, there are
elegant mechanisms that
automatically support your
body in every position you’ll
assume throughout the day. 

Liberty’s advanced
technology has made sitting
simple. Now you can think
about your work, rather than
worry about your chair.



It’s not about 
how you sit,

it’s about how 
you move.

Movement is essential

for a healthy back

People are spending
more time sitting than
ever before. Not
surprisingly, this increase
in sitting has been
accompanied by a
proportional increase in
back problems. Our
bodies were designed 
to move. In fact,
movement, more than
anything else, provides
nourishment for the
spine, keeps the joints
lubricated and flexible,
improves circulation 
and therefore keeps 
us comfortable. 

Conversely, when we
don’t move, the 
elasticity of our spine
and joints is reduced 
and our muscles
become fatigued. The
key to healthy and 
comfortable sitting is
being able to move
without restrictions.

Any fixed posture, 

no matter how closely

it approaches the

optimal, will generate

muscle fatigue.

Therefore, it is

important to build 

in flexibility to allow

operators to shift

positions easily. 



One size fits all. Right-size your

organisation

In any organisation, 
the average chair will be
used by 10 or more
people during its
lifetime. Therefore, it is
essential that the chair
be adjustable to fit users
of all sizes. Liberty 
fits a wider range of
people (95%) than any
other major chair on 
the market.

Our back matches 

your back

To support the lumbar,
many chairs include a
moveable “bump” 
which often has the
undesirable effect of
concentrating pressure
on the lower back. With
Liberty, the entire 
seat back is carefully
contoured to fit the
lumbar curve. Since it is
the position more than
the shape of the lumbar
curve that varies from
person to person, the
whole backrest can be
moved to match your
back perfectly.

Traditional

Liberty

Backrest height

458mm/18"

to 534mm/21" 

Seat height

407mm/16" 

to 518mm/21.3"

Armrest height

115mm/4.5" 

to 293mm/11.5"

Seat depth

420mm/16.5"

to 509mm/20" 



One day, all 
office chairs 
will be like this.

The Liberty stool, 

a perfect 

companion to the office

chairs, doubles as a

guest seat for in-office

meetings and an

ottoman for when

you're ready to kick

back and relax.

Our Commitment

With our acknowledged
commitment to quality office
seating, Schiavello has found
a natural partner in the US
based ergonomics company
Humanscale.  

The Liberty chair, designed by
Niels Diffrient for 
Humanscale, is a revolutionary 
advancement in office 
seating. Its many 
innovations will be 
duplicated in future chairs,
setting as they do, new
standards in office seating.

The good news from
Schiavello is that you don’t
have to wait. 

The Liberty chair can be
yours...now!


